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Bishop Albers Assembly  0496 

Brothers Knights and Ladies, 
 
It is now November, the year is slipping away quickly, the 
weather is cooling, and I , like many, am looking forward to 
the Holiday Season.  Two holidays occur in November, 
Veterans Day and of course Thanksgiving Day. These  
holidays share a common theme, remembering.  In the case 
of Veterans Day, its remembering all those that served to 
protect our liberties and freedom, while Thanksgiving day 
is a day to remember all the things we must be thankful for.  
Veterans day was originally called Armistice Day in  
celebration of the end of the “Great War” to end all wars.  
The date chosen for the holiday is November 11, because it was on November 11, at 
1100 am that the cease fire took place, effectively ending World War I.  The cease 
fire ended on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day in the eleventh month.   
Countries of the Commonwealth call the day “Remembrance Day” and many other 
nations have a holiday to commemorate the ending World War I on different days 
and under various names.  In all cases, the day is set aside to remember the terrible 
loss of life in war in general and World War I particularly.  Often a day used as a 
day to pray for peace.  Please pray for all our veterans, especially those that as  
Abraham Lincoln said, “gave their last full measure of devotion”.   And of course, 
pray for those serving now, particularly those posted overseas and these serving 
dangerous tours.  
 
George Washington declared the first day of thanksgiving, however, it was  
Abraham Lincoln who declared the last Thursday in November as the official 
Thanksgiving Holiday.  Prior to that several states celebrated the date on different 
days.  At lease seventeen other countries celebrate some sort of day of  
Thanksgiving.  In Christian countries in particular, the holiday has a religious  
quality because Christians recognize that all we have comes from God and therefore 
it is to God to whom we should be thankful.  Evidence of this is the number of  
religious services held on that Thanksgiving Day.  Some, in my mind, dimmish the 
importance of the holiday by referring to it as “turkey day’.  While this reference is 
usually innocent enough, I avoid it as it takes away the focus of giving thanks to 
God by putting emphasis on the feast that many families have on that day. I do hope 
that you all enjoy the traditions of the holiday, the family gathering, the communal 
meal and the camaraderie of watching a sporting event with family and friends. 
Hopefully, the events of the day help pass on to our children and grandchildren the 
importance of giving thanks for what they have. Finally, I wish you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving, please keep safe.  
 
Vivat Jesus 
FN Ronald M. Pioch  
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Catechism of the Catholic Church              PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 
III. CHRIST OFFERED HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER FOR OUR SINS 

Paragraph 3. JESUS CHRIST WAS BURIED 

626 Since the "Author of life" who was killed is the same "living one [who has] risen", The divine person 
of the Son of God necessarily continued to possess his human soul and body, separated from each other by death: 

By the fact that at Christ's death his soul was separated from his flesh, his one person is not itself  
divided into two persons; for the human body and soul of Christ have existed in the same way from the beginning of 
his earthly existence, in the divine person of the Word; and in death, although  
separated from each other, both remained with one and the same person of the Word. 

"You will not let your Holy One see corruption"       Source:  https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P1P.HTM 

At a moment when even George Washington and Thomas Jefferson 
are under attack, it was inevitable that the current unrest would also 
engulf Christopher Columbus. His case is unique, though, because unlike the 
others, few people — least of all those who took turns stomping on his statues — 
know much about him. It’s good, then, to examine some of the contemporary  
charges against Columbus in order to assess him fairly. 
 
Myth 1: He was a violent man.     Las Casas spoke of Columbus’ “sweetness and 
benignity.” Far from being a violent man, he often got into difficulties because he would be indulgent — toward 
natives and Spaniards — and would then take extreme measures against both when things got out of hand. He was a 
great navigator but a poor governor. By his third voyage, he was cautioning Ferdinand and Isabella about who they 
were allowing to sail to the New World. He needed, he said, 60 missionaries to preach Christianity to arrogant and 
abusive Spaniards, and another 60 upstanding men to help him run the colony. 
 
Myth 2: He committed genocide.     There was no “genocide” during these early voyages, though many natives died 
from unfamiliar diseases and clashes between two very different cultures. The Americas had been isolated from the 
rest of the world for millennia, which is why people here, though they had had their own plagues, were especially  
vulnerable to diseases from outside. Nonetheless, the Spaniards never intended to commit “genocide.” In even a  
cynical reading, a ready supply of native workers served Spanish interests. 
 
Myth 3: He instituted the slave trade.     Columbus was not interested in the slave trade; his goal was to set up a 
trading post or, later, an agricultural colony on the island of Hispaniola, today’s Dominican Republic and Haiti. He 
did, however, take slaves as prisoners of war, or where he found violations of natural law, such as human sacrifice or 
cannibalism — the only reasons Spain permitted. Slavery was never the admiral’s intention, except as a — not very 
effective — way to maintain order in unprecedented circumstances. 
 
Myth 4: He had only worldly interests.     People often claim that Columbus was motivated by “God, gold and  
glory,” but assume God was just a cover for worldly interests. In fact, his religious devotion was sincere. Among  
other things, we know from his writings that he felt that he had been given a role in spreading the Gospel to all na-
tions, which had to happen before Christ could return. In later years, he often dressed as a Third Order Franciscan. 
 
Myth 5: He did not accomplish anything extraordinary.     Many also claim that Columbus did not “discover” the 
New World. Those living here already knew where they were, the argument goes, and didn’t need to be discovered. 
This is a half-truth. Indigenous peoples, of course, knew their own lands. They did not know about a larger world. 
 
One reason we especially honor Columbus is that he began the process toward the one interconnected world that we 
now inhabit. Vasco da Gama sailed around Africa and reached “the Indies” five years after Columbus arrived in the 
New World. But great as that feat was, he only found a new route to longknown lands. Columbus, by skill,  
imagination and sheer grit gave us the world.                                                                                   Source:    kofc.org 



2021-2022  
Newsletter 
Patron List 

     Appointed Positions 
 
Commander  SK Ken Watterson 
Historian      SK Glenn Barry 
Membership     SK Dave Luedtke 
  
 

2021/2022 Officers and Appointees  

Committee Chairs 
 

Wellness:                   vacant 
Admissions:    SK  Pat Donlon    

                                517-333-8985 

Ron Pioch - Navigator -  517.231.0694 
Dave Zerbe - Admiral– 517.282.4516 
David Garlitz - Captain - 517.488.3005 
Ken Watterson - Scribe -517-881-0812 
Tim Perrone - Comptroller - 517.886.0627 
Walter Ozanich - Purser - 517.321.2422 
Pat Jacobs - Pilot - 517.927.9349 
Edward Stoffer - Inside Sentinel  
Dan Bazela - Outside Sentinel 
1 Year Trustee: John Book 
2 Year Trustee:  Pat Donlon  
3 Year Trustee:   Dave Myers 
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Allen Barr  
Anonymous 
James Bollman  
Ronald Bruner 
William Chassé 
Francis Chiernawski 
Eric Clark 
Jay Corey 
Christopher Costigan 
Frank A. DeRose 
John DeRose 
Mario Diaz 
Clifford Farr 
Hilary Goerge 
Ronald Graber 
Gerald Holmes 
Horace Hull 
Allen Jensen 
Joseph Jong 
Thomas Kalchik 
Daniel Klodt 
Joseph Kobus 
Randall LaLonde 
David Luedtke 
Richard Maurer 
Richard F. McCloy 
Edmund McQuillan 
Bishop Carl Mengeling 
Msgr. Michael Murphy 
David Myers 
Thomas Pillar 
Bernard Pollack 
John Potoczny 
David Schertzing 
Donald Schmitz 
Lawrence Schrauben 
Williams Schwanneke 
Michael Shepard 
Eric Smith 
SK Deacon Dr. Richard M. 
Stanford 
Mark Stenske 
John Suckow 
Daniel Thelen 
Chris Wegener 
Eric Wegener 
Herbert Wegener 
Michael Wegener 
Thomas Wegener 
David Zerbe 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honor Guard  
provides Honor and  
Distinction at funerals of 
Clergy and fallen comrades. 
They also  provide  
distinctive accent at many 
Catholic Church functions.  
You will find them serving 
as  "Guardians of the Colors" 
by displaying and  
escorting our National Flag on ceremonial  
occasions at official Church, Civic,  
and Knights of Columbus functions.  

 Sir Knight of the Month  
 

SK Patrick Jacobs  

"Say the Rosary every day… 

 

Pray, pray a lot and offer sacrifices for 

sinners.. 

 

I Am Our Lady of the Rosary. 

Only I will be able  

to help you. 

 

...In the end My Immaculate Heart will 

triumph. " 

 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
When one of your brother Knights approaches you to join 
the Bishop Albers Assembly Honor Guard,  please give the 
idea some prayerful thought.  The rewards of being part of 
the Honor Guard are many and rich. 

Prayer for the Sick 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to 
you in this time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and grant 
us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we 
place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your 
care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will 
and know that whatever you do, you do for the love of us.  
Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend your 
sick ones, O Lord Christ. 
Rest your weary ones. Bless your dying ones.  Soothe your  
suffering ones. Pity your afflicted ones. Shield your joyous ones. 
And for all your love's sake.        Amen.  

Bishop Albers Assembly 
 

Remembers SK Glenn Barry..  
 

See:  https://assembly0496.org/deceased/ 
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Prayer  Lis t  

0496 Honor Guard  The new Honor Guard Uniform can 
be ordered at www.kofcuniform.com  .  
 
Go to the link to order the Uniform, 
the price is $449.00 but we offer a 
$200.00 incentive to assist you with 
your purchase, reducing your price to 
$249.00.                       
 
Bring in your receipt after you have 
received it for reimbursement. There 
is an additional $125.00 incentive 
available to NEW Honor Guard  
members if you are purchasing a 
NEW Sword as well.. 

 
For the soul of Fr Maurice Hayes  
Fr Bill Lugger 
SK Charles Zimmerman  
Soul of SK Glenn Berry 
SK Ben King 
Lady Charlene King  
Lady Ann McCarthy 
SK John McCarthy 
Lady Kathy Stoffer  
Nancy Donlon  Mother of Pat Donlon 
SK Richard Maurer  
Dcn Andy Tardof 
Lady Cindi Zerbe 
Laura Cherniawski  
Family of Dave Luedtke 
All Seminarians  
All Mothers and their unborn children  
All service members and their families  
All of the victims and the families of COVID19  
All Health care workers  
All First Responders 
All government leaders of our Country. 
 
All souls in the deceased family of Assm 0496 
 
The Catholic Church 
 
 



November Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Members Birthdays 
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Anniversaries 

 
A Downloadable copy of the Assembly  

Member Roster is available at: 

 https://assembly0496.org/members/ 
— the password is:   bishopalbers 

Spouse Birthdays 

Spouse Name First Name Last Name Ann Date 

Beth Richard Jr McCloy 11 02 

Amada John Perry 11 06 

Stephanie Jeffrey Florian 11 06 

Karen Michael Shepard 11 07 

Sandra Kenneth Wa!erson 11 19 

Erica Brian Pillar 11 29 

First Name Last Name Mem B-Day 

Timothy Powell 11 01 

Wayne Etue 11 02 

Jeffrey Lorencen 11 05 

Bishop Steven Raica 11 08 

David Williams 11 08 

David Zerbe 11 13 

Jus0niano Diaz 11 13 

Richard Jr McCloy 11 13 

Michael Wegener 11 15 

James Bollman 11 20 

Herbert Wegener 11 21 

Michael Jones 11 21 

Felix Umeana 11 23 

Daniel Thelen 11 23 

Andrew Brege 11 23 

Nicholas D'Anna 11 24 

Michael Guyeskey 11 27 

Spouse First Name Last Name Wife B-Day 

Ann Mc Carthy 11 02 

Teresa Brandell 11 02 

Linda Faust 11 06 

Michelle Mondro 11 11 

Sonia Maurer 11 11 

Norma L. De Rose 11 14 

Rosemary Klodt 11 19 

Marie Williams 11 20 

Marlene Schrauben 11 23 

Colleen Spehar 11 24 

Helen Farr 11 24 

Liz Schaner 11 26 
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A priest, a modern day Catholic American hero and 
“saint”: Lieutenant Fr. Joseph Verbis Lafleur  

 
Born on January 24, 1912, in Ville Platte, Louisiana, he was the youngest of seven 
children. His father abandoned the family when he was still just a boy. In 1926, his 
family moved to Opelousas, Louisiana to live with his older sister Olivia and her 
husband. He soon told Msgr. Albert Colliard, the pastor of St. Landry Church, that 
he felt a calling to the priesthood. Msgr, Colliard arranged for Joseph to enter St.  
Joseph’s Minor Seminary in St. Benedict, Louisiana. For 11 years, he prepared for 
the priesthood at St. Joseph’s Seminary and at Notre Dame Seminary in New  
Orleans. He was ordained as a priest on April 2, 1938, and he celebrated his First 
Solemn Mass in St. Landry Catholic Church in Opelousas on April 5, 1938. Around 
this time, he also joined the Knights of Columbus.  
 
Fr Lafleur’s first and only parish assignment was St. Mary Magdalen in Abbeville, 
Louisiana. 
 

In response to the need for Chaplains, he joined the Army Air Corps in the summer of 1941. He was assigned 
with the 19th Bombardment Group to Clark Field near Manila in the Philippines, only a few weeks before it was 
attacked by the Japanese a few hours after the attack on Pearl Harbor. During the attack, Fr. LaFleur attended to 
the wounded and absolved the dying. While evading capture aboard the S.S. Mayton, he helped save the life of 
three men who had gone overboard. 
 
He along with other airmen were captured and became a prisoners of war. While a POW, he sacrificed his food 
and medicine rations for other soldiers. He traded his possessions for more food for the famished, suffered regular 
beatings for breaking the Japanese rules against visiting those in the infirmaries, and took the place of those too 
weak to do brutal work.  
 
At one prison camp, he built out of bamboo a chapel dedicated to St. Peter in Chains. He sought to help fellow 
prisoners maintain faith, hope and mutual charity. Nearly 200 American prisoners converted to Catholicism  
because of his witness and work.   
 
When 750 Men were being moved to do the grueling work of repairing a Japanese airstrip, he exchanged places 
with one of the men chosen. He wanted to provide a priestly presence. They boarded the freighter ship Shinyo 
Maru, which, because it wasn’t flying a white flag symbolic of transporting prisoners, was torpedoed by U.S.S. 
Paddle submarine. While the attack was ongoing, he led everyone in praying the Rosary, gave absolution and 
blessed them. 
 
According to various accounts from the prisoners, Fr. Lafleur did not try to abandon the doomed ship. Instead, he 
was in the cargo hold of the ship where the prisoners were being held. The men would later say Fr. Lafleur tried 
to calm the men, while helping them find passages of escape. No one is sure how he died, whether he drowned or 
was killed in an explosion. He died on September 7, 1944.  
 
In 1946, the Knights of Columbus held a parade in his honor from the Opelousas Court House to St. Landry 
Catholic Church.       On May 21, 1989, he was honored at the dedication of the Chaplain Hill monument at  
Arlington National Cemetery.       On September 5, 2020, Fr. Lafleur’s cause of beatification was opened by the 
Diocese of Lafayette in Louisiana.        On June 16, 2021, Archbishop Broglio of the Military Services voiced his 
support in the cause for the canonization of Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur, saying he hopes it "meets with rapid 
success!" 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Captain – David J Garlitz  
 

                             

   Captains Corner 
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This Newsletter is published to our Website at www.assembly0496.org  by the 1st week of the 
Month.  Please contact SK Ken Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net if you have any problems. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our next Assembly Meeting will be at  
Columbus Hall. Tuesday, November 16th 

 >> 7:00 pm << 
Also available virtually  

Contact Dave Zerbe for assistance:  azmaint13@gmail.com 

— If you know a Brother Knight who is NOT getting this Newsletter or does NOT have access to email —-
Contact: Ken Watterson @ 517.881.0812  or  Dave Myers @ 517.281.1092.  


