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Bishop Albers Assembly  0496 

 
Brother Sir Knights and Ladies, 
 
September is here, marking the unofficial end of summer.  As we 
begin to transition to kids returning to school, the closing of  
vacation homes and new episodes of our favorite television  
programs we should also reflect on what else September brings, 
Labor Day. Labor Day presents us with an opportunity for us to 
appreciate the importance of “labor” in our lives.  Regardless of 
whether we work in a factory, have an office job, are a  
professional, employed in the service industry or like many of us 
retired Knights spent time volunteering for various charities, labor gives our lives meaning 
and purpose while most often providing us the means to support ourselves, our families, 
our community and importantly our Church. Therefore, during this holiday, please take a 
moment to thank God for the blessing of work.  
At our August meeting, SK Joseph Werner discussed our National Anthem (see more in 
this Newsletter).  He provided background for each of the four versus.  The first verse  
describes looking out at the bombardment of Fort McHenry which defended Baltimore. 
Baltimore was an important port during the early 1800s and its loss most likely would  
result in the loss of the war and thereby the loss of our country.  So, you can understand 
how important it was that they continued to see the flag.  The second verse speaks to the 
morning after when the bombardment ceased, and the smoke and morning fog began to 
clear how joyful they felt that the flag was still there.  The third verse is the most  
misunderstood verse.  It contains a line about “hiring and slave”.  The reference is not to 
slavery.  During the war of 1812 the British did two things that the line references.  First, 
they use mercenaries (hirings) and second thing they did was force American sailors off 
American ships and to serve in the British navy (involuntary servitude e.g., slavery).  The 
third verse mocks the British basically saying that despite using mercenaries and impressed 
sailors you still lost the battle.  As Joseph pointed out the fourth verse is like a prayer.  I 
respectfully suggest you read it a prayer and see you agree.  I hope taking the above in 
mind may help with a greater appreciation of our National Anthem.  
I am pleased to announce that the plaque in honor of Richard Thelen we discussed at  
several meetings is complete.  The plaque includes a photograph of Richard, both the  
third and fourth degree emblems and a picture of the U.S.S. Indianapolis.  Underneath all 
of that is a brief outline of Richard’s story. Our hope is that the plaque finds a prominent 
place in the K of C hall on Grand River.  
On August 24 I had the pleasure of attending the Installation of Officer for not only our 
assembly but also for Charlotte, E. Lansing, and DeWitt assemblies as well.  Our District 
Manager performed the installation ceremony after a Mass that included the Honor Guard.  
Finally, I am asking for suggestions for Knight of the Month.  Please let me know of any 
4th degree member of your council that performed a noteworthy task or achievement  
worthy of a Knight of the Month.  
 
Viva Jesus 
Ronald M. Pioch, FN 

Bishop Albert Assembly 0496 

From Our Navigator 
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 Catechism of the Catholic Church               
 
PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 SECTION TWO I. THE CREEDS 

 CHAPTER TWO I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY SON OF GOD 

Article 5 

Paragraph 2. ON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD 

I. THE HISTORICAL AND TRANSCENDENT EVENT 
 
The appearances of the Risen One 
643 Given all these testimonies, Christ's Resurrection cannot be interpreted as something outside 
the physical order, and it is impossible not to acknowledge it as an historical fact. It is clear from 
the facts that the disciples' faith was drastically put to the test by their master's Passion and death 
on the cross, which he had foretold.502 The shock provoked by the Passion was so great that at 
least some of the disciples did not at once believe in the news of the Resurrection. Far from 
showing us a community seized by a mystical exaltation, the Gospels present us with disciples 
demoralized ("looking sad"503) and frightened. For they had not believed the holy women  
returning from the tomb and had regarded their words as an "idle tale".504 When Jesus reveals 

himself to the Eleven on Easter evening, "he upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness of 

heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen."505 

644 Even when faced with the reality of the risen Jesus the disciples are still doubtful, so  
impossible did the thing seem: they thought they were seeing a ghost. "In their joy they were still 
disbelieving and still wondering."506 Thomas will also experience the test of doubt and St.  
Matthew relates that during the risen Lord's last appearance in Galilee "some 
doubted."507 Therefore the hypothesis that the Resurrection was produced by the apostles' faith 
(or credulity) will not hold up. On the contrary their faith in the Resurrection was born, under the 

action of divine grace, from their direct experience of the reality of the risen Jesus. 
                                                                                         
                                                                                       https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1S.HTM 

THE LARGEST MARITIME EVACUATION IN HISTORY 

A shining light on an otherwise dark and tragic day 
twenty-one years ago was the heroic response by  
American Maritime operators in New York Harbor who 
answered the call of the United States Coast Guard to 
spontaneously organize the evacuation of more than 
500,000 Americans at the southern tip of Manhattan — 
an effort that took only nine hours and became the  
largest maritime evacuation in history. Within minutes 
of the call for help, American Maritime vessels of all 
shapes and sizes responded selflessly and ensured that 
the events on that fateful day were not even worse. We remember and mourn all Americans lost 
that day, and express its deepest gratitude to the men and women of American Maritime for their 

selfless response and service.                       
James Martellini - Captain 



2022-2023  

Newsletter 

Patron List 
     Appointed Positions 
 
Commander  SK Ken Watterson 
Historian            - vacant - 
Membership     SK Dave Luedtke 
  
 

2021/2022 Officers and Appointees  

Committee Chairs 

 
Wellness:                 - vacant  - 
Admissions:    SK  Pat Donlon    

                                517-333-8985 

Ron Pioch - Navigator -  517.231.0694 
Dave Zerbe - Admiral– 517.282.4516 
James Martellini - Captain - 517.256.5007 
Ken Watterson - Scribe -517-881-0812 
Tim Perrone - Comptroller - 517.886.0627 
Walter Ozanich - Purser - 517.321.2422 
Ben King - Pilot -  

Edward Stoffer - Inside Sentinel  
Dan Bazela - Outside Sentinel 
1 Year Trustee: Tony Cherniawski 
2 Year Trustee:  Dave Myers  
3 Year Trustee:   Pat Donlon 
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Allen Barr  
Dennis Becht 
James Bollman  
Ronald Bruner 
Michael Carroll 
William Chassé 
Anthony Cherniawski 
Francis Cherniawski 
Eric Clark 
Jay Corey 
Christopher Costigan 
Frank A. DeRose 
Mario Diaz 
John DeRose 
Patrick Donlon 
Fr. James Eisele 
Clifford Farr 
David Freund 
David Garlitz 
Hilary Goerge 
John Hurth 
Allen Jensen 
Charles Jonckheere 
Joseph Jong 
Brian Killian 
Loyd Kintz 
Daniel Klodt 
Joseph Kobus 
Randall LaLonde 
David Luedtke 
James Martellini 
Richard Maurer 
Richard F. McCloy 
James McMahon 
Edmund McQuillan 
Msgr. Michael Murphy 
David Myers 
Thomas Pillar 
Ronald Pioch 
Bernard Pollack 
John Potoczny 
Donald Ruthruff 
David Schertzing 
Lawrence Schrauben 
Michael Shepard 
Eric Smith 
SK Deacon Dr. Richard M. 
Stanford 
John Suckow 
Ken Watterson 
Chris Wegener 
Eric Wegener 
Herbert Wegener 
Michael Wegener 
Thomas Wegener 
David Zerbe 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honor Guard  
provides Honor and  
Distinction at funerals of 
Clergy and fallen comrades. 
They also  provide  
distinctive accent at many 
Catholic Church functions.  
You will find them serving 
as  "Guardians of the Colors" by displaying and  
escorting our National Flag on ceremonial  
occasions at official Church, Civic,  
and Knights of Columbus functions.  

 Sir Knight of the Month 

 

- SK James Martellini - 

"Say the Rosary every day… 

 

Pray, pray a lot and offer sacrifices for 

sinners.. 

 

I Am Our Lady of the Rosary. 

Only I will be able  

to help you. 

 

...In the end My Immaculate Heart will 

triumph. " 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When one of your brother Knights approaches you to join 
the Bishop Albers Assembly Honor Guard,  please give the 
idea some prayerful thought.  The rewards of being part of 
the Honor Guard 
are many and rich. 

Prayer for the Sick 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to 
you in this time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and grant 
us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we 
place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your 
care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will 
and know that whatever you do, you do for the love of us.  
Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend your 
sick ones, O Lord Christ. 
Rest your weary ones. Bless your dying ones.  Soothe your  
suffering ones. Pity your afflicted ones. Shield your joyous ones. 

Bishop Albers Assembly 
Remembers 

 

SK Jack Pratt  
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0496 Honor Guard  The new Honor Guard Uniform can 
be ordered at www.kofcuniform.com  .  
 
Go to the link to order the Uniform, 
the price is still $449.00 and we offer 
a $200.00 incentive to assist you with 

your purchase, reducing your price to 
$249.00.                       
 
Bring your receipt in to a Meeting  
after you have received your uniform. 
You will be reimbursed before you go 
home. If you order a Sword there is an 
additional $125.00 incentive available 
to you as well..  

Fr Bill Lugger 
SK Ben King 
Lady Charlene King  
SK John McCarthy 
Lady Kathy Stoffer  
Nancy Donlon  Mother of Pat Donlon 
SK Richard Maurer  
Dcn Andy Tardof 
Soul of Laura Cherniawski  
Family of Dave Luedtke 
Soul of SK Tim Frisosky 
Lady Pamila Trakul 
Lady Branda Garlitz 
Soul of Thomas Pillar  
Lady Karen Freund 
Virgina Thompson 
Nancy King 
Tim Pearson 
Donald Pung 
Alexendra Bazela 
All Seminarians  
All Mothers and their unborn children  
All service members and their families  
All of the victims and the families of COVID19  
All Health care workers & First Responders 
All government leaders of our Country. 
All souls in the deceased family of Assm 0496 
All War Victims..      All Victims of Violence.. 



September Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Members Birthdays 
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Anniversaries 

       Richard Council 788   
 

 Would like to remind all that their Hall is    
available to rent at competitive rates for  

all of your Social events.  
Contact them at 321-2209 for availability 

and prices.. 

A Downloadable copy of the  

Assembly Member Roster  

is available at: 

 https://assembly0496.org/members/ 

Spouse Birthdays 

Spouse Name First Name Last Name Ann Date 

Alana Corey Livingston 09 01 

Linda Joseph Kobus 09 01 

Donna James Pohl 09 01 

Angie Justiniano Diaz 09 05 

Janice James Bollman 09 07 

Christina Peter Scaccia 09 09 

Nancy David Luedtke 09 10 

Ann John Mc Carthy 09 11 

Rita Eugene Murawski 09 14 

Rosemary Daniel Klodt 09 14 

Tonia Michael Du Mont 09 16 

Jane Hilary Goerge 09 18 

Michelle Dane Jurkovic 09 21 

Pattie Michael Schaefer 09 25 

Cherie Lawrence Leece 09 29 

Monica Charles Zimmerman 09 30 

First Name Last Name Mem B-Day 

Randy Cusack 09 01 

Richard Bierwagen 09 02 

Gerald Ockert 09 09 

Paul Rojeski 09 10 

Loyd Kintz 09 12 

William Schwannecke 09 12 

David Kreager 09 13 

James Martellini 09 13 

Charles Zimmerman 09 13 

Patrick Williams 09 16 

Fred Findley 09 16 

Mark Leyko 09 19 

Thomas Wegener 09 21 

Ernest Van Alstine 09 26 

Frederick Kirrmann 09 26 

Dennis Henderson 09 27 

Billy Faust 09 27 

First Name Last Name Wife B-Day 

Mary Dancisak 09 07 

Susan Fiero 09 08 

Jody Martellini 09 08 

Jamie Adams 09 09 

Colleen Angst 09 11 

Linda Getzmeyer 09 14 

Jean Merrill 09 15 

Deb Maurer 09 16 

Vickey Wegener 09 16 

Nancy Luedtke 09 17 

Suzanne Bassett 09 18 

Sue Jensen 09 23 

Karen Freund 09 25 

Renee Moore 09 27 

Pattie Schaefer 09 27 

Jeanine Thomas 09 30 
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On the morning of September 14, 1814, a new flag was raised over 

Fort McHenry, the pentagonal structure overlooking Baltimore Harbor in 
Maryland. The fort had withstood nearly twenty-five hours of bombardment 
by the British fleet, which was now forced to retreat by the damage its ships had sustained from the fort’s guns. 
As the British vessels turned away, the fort’s commander, Major George Armistead, ordered the fort’s smaller 
storm flag to be replaced by the great garrison flag as a sign of the American victory. Once it was flying, the  
giant flag – 30 feet by 42 feet of stars and stripes – could be seen from as far as eight miles away, where an 
American lawyer was anxiously watching from an anchored ship for signs of the battle’s outcome. The sight of 
his nation’s flag flying in the distance moved the lawyer, Francis Scott Key, to write a poem commemorating 
the victory. Set to the tune of an eighteenth-century melody by the British composer John Stafford Smith (1750–
1836), "The Defense of Fort McHenry" would soon become better known as "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

 

The 15-star American flag that flew over Fort McHenry in Baltimore  

Harbor, September 1814, and inspired Francis Scott Key to write The Star Spangled Banner. Photograph, 1914         

https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/star-spangled-banner-american-anthem-essay-mary-c-flannery/                                               

 
THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER by Francis Scott Key  
Complete version with all four verses showing spelling and punctuation from the original manuscript in the 
Maryland Historical Society collection.  
 
O say can you see, by the dawn's early light,  
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming,  
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight  
O'er the ramparts we watch'd were so gallantly streaming?  
And the rocket's red glare, the bomb bursting in air,  
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there,  
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave  
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?  

 

On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep 
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
 What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep,  
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?  
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam,  
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream,  
'Tis the star-spangled banner - O long may it wave  
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!  

 

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore,  
That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion  
A home and a Country should leave us no more?  
Their blood has wash'd out their foul footstep's pollution.  
No refuge could save the hireling and slave  
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,  
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave  
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.  

 

O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand  
Between their lov'd home and the war's desolation!  
Blest with vict'ry and peace may the heav'n rescued land  
Praise the power that hath made and preserv'd us a nation!  
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,  
And this be our motto - "In God is our trust,"  
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave  

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.  

 Captains Corner 

James Martellini - Captain 
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Sunday, Sept 11 

8:30 am 
(-Verify 1st-) 

 
Remembrance 
Memorial @ 

Wenworth Park, 
in downtown 
Lansing (N/E  

corner of Grand 
and Michigan 

Ave) the annual 
tribute of the 911 
terrorist attacks  
by the City of 

Lansing  



Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

Paid 

Grand 

Ledge, MI 

Bishop Albers Assembly  # 0496 
Knights of Columbus 
5300 N. Grand River 
Lansing, MI  48906 
 
http://www.assembly0496.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

This Newsletter is published to our Website at www.assembly0496.org  by the 1st week of the 
Month.  Please contact SK Ken Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net if you have any problems. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our next Assembly Meeting will be  

at Columbus Hall. 

 >> Tuesday September 20th @  7:00 pm << 
also available virtually 

Contact Dave Zerbe for assistance:  azmaint13@gmail.com  
— If you know a Brother Knight who is NOT getting this Newsletter or does NOT have access to email —-

Contact: Ken Watterson @ 517.881.0812  or  Dave Myers @ 517.281.1092.  


