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From Our Navigator 
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Fraternal greetings to my Brother Sir Knights and our Devoted Ladies. In 
keeping with our devotion to The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary during the month of December, we remember the words of 
Pope Pius IX: “In the first instance of her conception, by a singular 

privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour of the human race, was preserved exempt from all stain of 

original sin.”  

 

Hope you all enjoyed a wonderful, bountiful and blessed Thanksgiving 

holiday with your families. 

 

The March for Life was held at the State Capitol on Thursday morning, 

November 6. Estimates range from 3,000-5,000 attending. Members of this Assembly and 

various Councils helped with planning, managing the drop-off, parking and pick-up by 66 

buses, carrying the K of C banner in the march, joining in the march, and serving a light lunch 

for State Officers and volunteers afterward. It was a beautiful day, and things went very 

smoothly overall. The Mass at the Cathedral with the Bishop and other clergy before the event 

was packed. We had a visible security presence from the Michigan State Police and Lansing 

Police Department to ensure the safety of everyone.  

 

The Annual Honoring Veterans Day and Reflection dinner was held here at the Columbus Hall 

on Saturday, November 8, in partnership with the Lansing Assembly #3334. We had catering 

from Vince Caporale from Cap’s Kitchen of Lansing, and the dinner was great. About a  

half-dozen veterans attended. Our Faithful Comptroller Tim Perrone offered a moving  

presentation about his uncle Frank’s WWII service, time as an internee in neutral Turkey and 

eventual death in action in a B-24 Bomber in the European Theater. We also had a video about 

the VFW National Home, and closing comments by FM—now acting District Master—Joe 

Yekulis. 

 

FM Joe Yekulis resumed his former role as acting District Master to help our new District 

Master, Ben Dandrow, who is now the sole caregiver for his wife after she returned home a 

couple of weeks ago from a lengthy hospital stay and rehab.  

 

The Keep Christ in Christmas (KCIC) program is now underway with the Advent season. The 

Doc Egan Christmas Party is scheduled for Dec. 13 from 1-3 p.m. at St. Gerard’s Parish Hall.  

 

The winter Diocesan meeting will be at the Cathedral on Tuesday evening, Jan. 20. That 

would also be the night of our regular assembly meeting, but many of our officers are district 

deputies, Grand Knights or St. Mary Cathedral Council officers who need to attend or host the 

Diocesan meeting. We have decided to cancel/waive our regular  January Assembly meeting. 
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Catechism of the Catholic Church 
                                   
 PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 SECTION TWO I. THE CREEDS 

 CHAPTER THREE I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 ARTICLE 8 "I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT" 

 

IV. The Spirit of Christ in the Fullness of Time 

"Rejoice, you who are full of grace" 

721 Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the masterwork of the mission of the Son 
and the Spirit in the fullness of time. For the first time in the plan of salvation and because his 
Spirit had prepared her, the Father found the dwelling place where his Son and his Spirit could 
dwell among men. In this sense the Church's Tradition has often read the most beautiful texts on 
wisdom in relation to Mary.101 Mary is acclaimed and represented in the liturgy as the "Seat of 
Wisdom." 
In her, the "wonders of God" that the Spirit was to fulfill in Christ and the Church began to be 

manifested: 

722 The Holy Spirit prepared Mary by his grace. It was fitting that the mother of him in whom 
"the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily"102 should herself be "full of grace." She was, by sheer 
grace, conceived without sin as the most humble of creatures, the most capable of welcoming the 
inexpressible gift of the Almighty. It was quite correct for the angel Gabriel to greet her as the 
"Daughter of Zion": "Rejoice."103 It is the thanksgiving of the whole People of God, and thus of 
the Church, which Mary in her canticle104 lifts up to the Father in the Holy Spirit while carrying 
within her the eternal Son. 
 

 
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P23.HTM 

The Supreme Master has recommended that upcoming Fourth Degree Exemplifica-

tions should be conducted at Diocesan Cathedrals. Thus, planning is already  

underway to conduct the 92nd Exemplification at St. Mary Cathedral on one of the later Saturdays in April. The Lansing  

Assembly has offered St. Thomas Aquinas as a back-up if things don’t work out for the Cathedral. Final approval and  

scheduling is now being pursued through the State Deputy, Vice-Supreme Master and  Supreme Master. 

 

Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us.  

Vivat Jesus!  

FN Phil Schertzing 

 From our Navigator 



2025-2026  

Newsletter 

Patron List 
     Appointed Positions 
 
Commander  SK Ken Watterson 
Historian            - vacant - 
Membership   SK Dave Luedtke 
  
 

2024/2025 Officers and Appointees  

Committee Chairs 

 

Wellness:      - SK Ben King - 
Admissions:         - vacant - 

Fr. Michael Skrocki  - Faithful Friar 
Phil Schertzing – Navigator -- 517. 214.8794 
James Martellini - Admiral -  517.256.5007  
Bill Ray -  Captain - 517 896 2456 
Tony Kolp - Scribe  - 517.706.9242 
Tim Perrone - Comptroller - 517.886.0627 
Walter Ozanich - Purser - 517.321.2422 
Tony Cherniawski - Pilot - 517.331.5200 
Dan Klodt - Inside Sentinel  
Ben King - Outside Sentinel 
1 Year Trustee: Dave Zerbe 
2 Year Trustee:  Dave Myers 
3 Year Trustee:   Ken Watterson 
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Allen Barr  
James Bollman 
Ronald Bruner 
Wayne Carpenter 
William Chassé 
Anthony Cherniawski 
Francis Cherniawski 
Jay Corey 
Christopher Costigan 
Frank A. DeRose 
Clifford Farr 
David Freund 
Hilary Goerge 
Brion Graber 
Ronald Graber 
Dennis Henderson 
Gabriel Ishimwe 
Michael Jones 
Joseph Jong 
Daniel Klodt 
Randall LaLonde 
David Luedtke 
James Martellini 
Richard McCloy 
Msgr. Michael Murphy 
David Myers 
Gerald Ockert 

Bernard Pollack-

Michael Schaefer-

David Schertzing 

Phillip Schertzing 

Lawrence Schrauben-

Michael Shepard 

Eric Smith 

John Suckow 

Paul Teszlewicz 

Ken Watterson 

Michael Wegener-

Thomas Wegener 

 

The Honor Guard  
provides Honor and  
Distinction at funerals of 
Clergy and fallen comrades. 
They also  provide  
distinctive accent at many 
Catholic Church functions.  
You will find them serving 
as  "Guardians of the Colors" by displaying and  
escorting our National Flag on ceremonial  
occasions at official Church, Civic,  
and Knights of Columbus functions.  

 Sir Knight of the Month 

SK Tim Perrone 

"Say the Rosary every day… 

 

Pray, pray a lot and offer sacrifices for 

sinners.. 

 

I Am Our Lady of the Rosary. 

Only I will be able  

to help you. 

 

...In the end My Immaculate Heart will 

triumph. " 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When one of your brother Knights approaches you to join 
the Bishop Albers Assembly Honor Guard,  please give the 
idea some prayerful thought.  The rewards of being part of 
the Honor Guard 
are many and rich. 

Prayer for the Sick 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to 
you in this time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and grant 
us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we 
place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your 
care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will 
and know that whatever you do, you do for the love of us.  
Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend your 
sick ones, O Lord Christ. 
Rest your weary ones. Bless your dying ones.  Soothe your  
suffering ones. Pity your afflicted ones. Shield your joyous ones. 
And for all your love's sake.        Amen.  

Bishop Albers Assembly 
Remembers: 

 

Our fallen Brothers 
 

See:  https://assembly0496.org/deceased/ 
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0496 Honor Guard  The new Honor Guard Uniform can 
be ordered at www.kofcuniform.com  .  
 
Go to the link to order the Uniform, 
the price is still $475.00 and we offer 
a $235.00 incentive to assist you with 

your purchase, reducing your price to 
$240.00.                       
 
Bring your receipt in to a Meeting  
after you have received your uniform. 
You will be reimbursed before you go 
home. If you order a Sword there is an 
additional $125.00 incentive available 

Fr   Mike Kaiser 
SK Dave Myers 
SK Ben King & Lady Charlene King  
SK Richard Maurer 
SK Tony Kolp 
SK Dan Bazela 
SK Michael Buzanowaki 
SK David Lennemann 
SK Bruce Brennen  
 
Lady Rebecca Kintz 
Lady Mandy Borsenik 
Lady Kathy Stoffer  
Lady Colleen LaLonde 
Lady Sandy Watterson 
Lady Sandy Dandrow 
JoAnn Trussell 
 
Charles Kahle (Ben Kings Father in Law) 
Mike BaBiuk 
Don Carlock 
 
 
All Seminarians  
All Mothers and their unborn children  
All Service members and their families  
All Government leaders of our Country. 
All Souls in the deceased family of Assm 0496 
All War Victims..       

 



December Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Members Birthdays 
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Anniversaries 

       Richard Council 788   
.  
 

Would like to remind all that the Hall is  
available to rent at competitive rates for  

all of your Social events.  

Contact them at 517-321-2209  

Spouse Birthdays 

A Downloadable copy of the  

Assembly Member Roster  

is available at: 

 https://assembly0496.org/members/ 

— the password is:   bishopalbers 

Spouse First  Last Name Wife B-Day 

Mary Ellen Schertzing 12 01 

Joyce Wegener 12 08 

Jennifer Spehar 12 08 

Michelle Lawson 12 08 

Angela Dybas 12 10 

Janette Hamilton 12 11 

Kaye Gonzalez 12 11 

Beth McCloy 12 19 

Cindy L. Killian 12 24 

Noelle Wegener 12 27 

Mirla Moses 12 31 

 First Name Last Name Mem B-Day 

Daniel Jr Bazela 12 11 

Thomas Murawski 12 15 

Michael J. McCue 12 19 

Fr Michael O Brien 12 21 

Phillip D. Schertzing 12 23 

Dave Trakul 12 25 

Michael Hull 12 25 

John Hurth 12 29 

Ronald Graber 12 30 

David Garlitz 12 30 

Timothy Perrone 12 31 

Spouse First  Member First Last Name Ann Date 

SamiJo Zachary Chasse 12 07 

Jody James Martellini 12 08 

Suzanne Dale Bassett 12 08 

Karen David Freund 12 28 

Kathleen Ann Gerald Ockert 12 29 

Debbie Brian Peacock 12 31 

Michelle Philip Mondro 12 31 
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Captain's Corner 

SK Bill Ray      

                    A little History on DOC EGAN 

 
Sixty years ago, Bishop Albers Assembly #0496 decided to put on a children’s Christmas Party.  Sir 

Knight Leo “Doc” Egan and his wife took charge of the event. They got a movie projector from the Lansing Public 
Library and showed some short films, served popcorn and candy canes, and sang songs.  SK Al Verhage played 
Santa Claus for the kids.  

The Assembly continued the children’s Christmas party as an annual event.  SK Leo Egan was the driving 
force and the key to its success.  Leo’s wife Rita and the Ladies’ Auxiliary decorated the Hall, and SK Leo Balcer 
played the accordion.  The event evolved to include hamburgers from McDonalds and dancing -- Leo’s daughter 
Kathy leading the chicken dance - and always including the visit from Santa Claus.    

After fourteen years of hosting the party, SK Leo Egan suffered a heart attack, and died in 1978 after a 
lengthy illness. SK Robert Wessling moved to have the party named the Doc Egan Children’s Christmas Party, 
and the event has continued under that name ever since.  

In recent years, the children have brought canned goods for the Food Bank, crafted ornaments and  
Christmas cards for veterans, and listened to stories about the real meaning of Christmas, while enjoying  
Christmas cookies, candy, and gifts from Santa Claus. 

Who was Doc Egan?  SK Leo Francis Egan was born in Lansing on Dec. 15, 1920.  After graduation from 
St. Mary’s High School, he attended Lincoln Chiropractic College in Illinois, and became a chiropractor.  He  
practiced as a chiropractor from 1952 to 1976, in the lower level of his father’s house in Lansing at the northeast 
corner of Walnut St. and Shiawassee St.  

Doc Egan served in the U.S. Army during World War II in India and China as a blood technician.  He  
married Rita Koenigsknecht in 1951.  They were active members of Resurrection Parish in Lansing.  Leo and 
Rita had five children: Dennis, Linda, Tom, Kathy, and Ron.  Tom died of polio as a child.  Ron joined the U.S. Air 
Force after obtaining a degree in meteorology from the University of Michigan, and passed away from cancer a 
year later. 

Both Leo and Ron were members of the Catholic War Veterans, and are remembered each Memorial Day 
in the reading of names.  Rita and Kathy were members of the CWV Auxiliary.  Rita passed away in 1989.   
Dennis (73), Linda (71) and Kathy (67) survive, and continue the family legacy of devotion to the Catholic faith 
and service to the community.                                                                      
                                                                                                                     SK Tim Perrone     December 2025                 

The Eucharistic Miracles of the World exhibit is a traveling  

collection of panels documenting historical Eucharistic miracles, created by 
Blessed Carlo Acutis. It features photos and artwork illustrating  well-known 

miracles where bread and 
wine have physically  
transformed into flesh and 
blood, and is designed to  
promote belief in the Real 
Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. The exhibit is 
hosted by various churches 
and organizations around the 
globe and has been shown on 
many continents and  
university campuses.   The 
project was conceived and created by the late Carlo 
Acutis, an Italian teenager who was beatified by the 

Vatican in 2020. 
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This Newsletter is published to our Website at www.assembly0496.org  by the 1st week of the 
Month.  Please contact SK Ken Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net if you have any problems. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our next scheduled Meeting will be at  

Columbus Hall  

 

— Tuesday December 16th — 

 

Social / Light Dinner at:  6:00 pm 

Rosary at:       6:45 pm 

Meeting at:     7:00 pm  

— If you know a Brother Knight who is NOT getting this Newsletter or does NOT have access to email —-

Contact: Ken Watterson @ 517.881.0812  or  Dave Myers @ 517.281.1092.  


